BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

associations laid their chief emphasis upon the rights of
the Negro rather than his duties. Mr. Washington held
that without in any degree sacrificing their just demands
for civil and political rights a more wholesome and construc-
tive attitude could be developed by stressing the duties
and the opportunities of the race. He believed it would
be helpful to emphasize in an organized way what they
had done and could do in the way of business achievement
in spite of race prejudice rather than what they had not
done and could not do because of racial discrimination.
He believed they needed to have brought home to them
not how many of them had been held down, but how many
of them had come up and surmounted obstacles and diffi-
culties. He believed that they should have it impressed
upon them that the application of business methods would
bring rewards to a black man just as to a white man.

The first meeting of the National Negro Business
League was held in Boston, August 23 and 24, 1900.
After these sessions Booker Washington made the follow-
ing statement of the purpose in calling the meeting and the
results obtained:

"As I have travelled through the country from time to
time I have been constantly surprised to note the number
of colored men and women, often in small towns and re-
mote districts, who are engaged in various lines of business.
In many cases the business was very humble, but never-
theless it was sufficient to indicate the opportunities of the
race in this direction. My observation in this regard led
me to believe that the time had come for the bringing to-
186